@6, 12018 ournal of

oung

Journal of Young ResearchersNo. 6, February, 2018
esearchers

2012

(2007)

2012

 rati@outlook.com



/ / Neé, , 2018

91

Abstract
The paper is concentrated on revealing the links between policy making and voter behavior. Using

the secondary data, public opinion surveys and sermstructured interview method the paper spe
cifically aims to look at the use of public policy as a tool for &geving favorable electoral outcomes,
thus stabilizing a ruling party’s grip on-power.
scribed by Greene (2007), United National Movement (UNM) used social programs, unempley
ment reduction shortterm projects and other populist policies for vote obtaining purposes. Be
sides wide usage of vote obtaining strategies, UNM still lost the parliamentary elections in 2012
and several factors are named contributors to it, like negative attitudes toward the ruling paagy-
cumulated due to continued violation of human and property rights, economic problems, etc. How
ever, the main reason behind the losing the power was failure of the UNM in using clientelistic
redistribution of resources to population, still focusing on # state capacity strengthening and
modernization the country. As the result, voters following the principles of economic voting theory,
re-elect the incumbent.

Key words Voting behavior, Economic voting, Clientelism, Elections, Modernization.
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